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Newsletter No.18 - Extra Buildings at risk in the news 
 
Cornish Buildings Group 'Buildings at Risk' Project Caring for Cornwall's heritage Newsletter No.16 A three-year 
project led by the Cornish Buildings Group and supported by Historic England and the Cornwall Heritage Trust, 
commenced in September 2020. The funding supports a case officer in order to help identify and monitor 
buildings at risk and seek solutions for neglected, redundant or derelict listed buildings and unlisted buildings. 
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Private Eye 

 



Our blog post on ‘Churches at Risk’ was picked up in July’s edition of Private Eye magazine. The 
article highlighted the Church of England’s initiative, aptly called ‘On the Way’, which, if realised, 
has the potential to close several grade I and Grade II* listed Cornish churches. Regarding our 
concerns over the closure of much-loved and valued ecclesiastical buildings Hugh Nelson, Bishop 
of St Germans, kindly responded to our concerns in Newsletter 18. 
 

We will continue to follow this initiative but in the meantime we have started a conversation 
with a group called ‘Save the Parish, Cornwall’, who, like us, are concerned about potential 
wholesale closure of church buildings across the county. 
 

Historic Buildings and Places e-newsletter 
 

 
 

 



Thanks to Historic Buildings and Places, a national statutory consultee, for covering our work in 
their Spring e-newsletter. This project remains in close contact with all statutory consultees and 
national interest groups. 
 

Falmouth Central Methodist Chapel 
Following our successful application to Historic England to list the central Methodist Chapel in 
Falmouth, the full listing is now online at 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1481824 
 

Additions to SAVE risk register 
 

Eight Cornish buildings, in various stages of decay, have been added to the SAVE risk register. 
SAVE, a group that campaigns to protect threatened historic buildings, updates its influential 
national database on an annual basis and we were pleased to respond to a call for potential 
Cornish additions. We are also grateful for Radio Cornwall’s coverage of this story. 
 

The following buildings are new additions to the SAVE list 
 

18 Chapel Street, Penzance, Cornwall, TR18 4AW: This historic townhouse on one of Penzance’s 
central streets has a Georgian frontage but is thought to retain much older fabric. Occupied by 
the Mayor of Penzance in 1812 and more recently housing the Ganges restaurant until 2006, it 
has deteriorated seriously with a partial roof collapse. 
 

 
18 Chapel Street, Penzance 

 



 
Scarcewater Chapel, St Stephen’s 

 

Bible Christian Chapel, Scarcewater, Truro, Cornwall TR2 4EY: In the midst of the Cornish 
countryside, this diminutive Victorian chapel and Sunday School have a simplicity which is 
beguilingly attractive. At one time, the buildings had permission for residential conversion, but 
this was never acted upon.  They are now in very poor condition. 
 

Market House and Old Town Hall, Penzance, Cornwall, TR18 2JG: Strikingly beautiful, this grade I 
listed building has been neglected and without a use for some time. Although the building has 
secured some money from the Future High Street Fund, to effect specific repairs, new uses are 
needed to ensure it is kept in good condition. 
 

 
Market House, Penzance 

 



  
Pendower Beach Hotel 

 

Pendower Beach Hotel, Cornwall TR2 5PE: In an unrivalled coastal position, these 17th-century 
farm buildings, later became a popular hotel. A redevelopment proposal including several 
additional residential units was recently withdrawn. A local group, Friends of Pendower Beach, 
support restoration but only within the existing footprint of the buildings to preserve their setting 
and the natural habitat. 
 

Polvellan Manor, Looe, Cornwall, PL13 2AH: Overlooking the estuary and town of Looe, Polvellan 
Manor was built as a grand Georgian house for the local MP.  Since WWII when it served as a 
maternity hospital, it has been a hotel and a nursing home.  Only a few original features remain 
inside but its historic character is still very clear despite its poor condition. 
 

  
Polvellan Manor, Looe  

 



 
Right – Pomery’s garage, St Mawes 

 

Pomery’s Garage, Kings Road, St Mawes, Cornwall, TR2 5DH: From Pilchard warehouse to 
garage to local icon, this building survives as one of the last harbourside vernacular buildings and 
is the repository of unique local history.   Despite local interest in creating a heritage centre, it 
appears that the building could be under threat of demolition with a public consultation opening 
in June 2022. 
 

Pontus Piece, St Cleer, Cornwall: On the edge of Bodmin Moor, these small dwellings once 
housed workers at the nearby tin and copper mine.  They will be auctioned on 27th July and have 
a guide price of £175,000. The successful buyer will have a unique opportunity – and 
responsibility – to restore these treasures and preserve their history for future generations. 
 

This story was also covered on the Cornwalllive website 
https://www.cornwalllive.com/news/cornwall-news/eight-cornish-heritage-buildings-added-7267879 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Media stories from our blog 
 

Heritage for Sale 
 

 
 

Restoration of Lamorran Church 
 

 



 
 

     
 

Published by buildingsatrisk 
Since 1969 the aims of the Cornish Buildings Group have been to stimulate interest, appreciation and knowledge 
of good building in Cornwall, and to encourage the erection, protection, repair and recording of such buildings. 
Like any amenities group, we depend on numbers, strength and support of our membership, who provide the force 
and knowledge that have made us effective for over fifty years. We encourage the protection and repair of historic 
buildings whether these are listed buildings or simply good examples of traditional building. We aim to encourage 
good architecture and to raise the general standard of building throughout the county. We hope that our 
generation may leave behind it buildings which will be looked back on with that same pleasure and enjoyment 
that we experience when we look at the architecture of past ages.  
 


