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PROGRAM
Online ZOOM Sessions
July ‘22 – Winter Warmup
To be advised! Zoom link will be emailed a week prior
Other Dates for your Diary:

COLOUR FESTIVALS EDITION
After over 2 years restricted by the Covid-19
pandemic, festivals and celebrations have started
to return in a more normal in both Cornwall and
Australia. Risks still exist but many are willing to
brave those to be Cornish together.

‘Obby ‘Oss, May Day Padstow Cornwall

- End of Year Lunch – November, 2022
- CANSW 48th AGM – Sat 4 March 2023
- Australian Celtic Festival, Year of Scotland Friday 5 – Sunday 7 May, 2023

FESTIVALS 2023
Kernewek Lowender
50th YEARS

The 'Obby 'Oss is a folk custom that takes place
each May Day in Padstow, a coastal town on the
north coast of Cornwall. It involves two separate
processions making their way around the town,
each containing an eponymous hobby horse
known as the 'Obby 'Oss. The festival starts at
midnight on May Eve when townspeople gather
outside the Golden Lion Inn to sing the "Night
Song". By morning, the town has been dressed
with greenery and flowers placed around the
maypole. The excitement begins with the
appearance of one of the 'Obby 'Osses. The
procession is led by male dancers cavort through
the town dressed as one of two 'Obby 'Osses, the
"Old" and the "Blue Ribbon" or "Methodist"
'Obby 'Osses; as the name suggests, they are
stylised depictions of horses .. continued over ..
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Prodded on by assistants known as
"Teasers", each wears a mask and black
frame-hung cape under which they try to
catch young maidens as they pass through
the town. The procession enters and leaves
public and private houses along the way,
before they meet up later.
Trevithick Day, 30th April, Camborne

Horns. Tin trumpets were the chosen
instruments of the day, and the horn
blowing was accompanied by whistles and
processions to welcome in the May.
Nowadays the customs takes place on the
first Sunday evening of the new month of
May and all are welcome to attend,
especially if you bring a whistle, horn or
drum and dress in shades of white and
green. The custom begins as dusk falls at
the Tolcarne Inn at Newlyn then the
assembled party walk to Penzance
accompanied by musicians, the Master of
Ceremonies, the Lord and Lady of the May
and beastie Old Ned (a giant crow), who
dies and revives several times en rout.e.
Banned by council in 1933 as too noicy, it
was revived 60 years later in 1993.
‘WORLD’ Gig Championship, Isles of
Scilly

Since
1984
(except
during
Covid
restrictions) there’s been a carnival
atmosphere in Camborne on Trevithick Day
as its main streets are closed to traffic for
the day and locomotive steam engines,
street
stalls,
bands,
dancers
and
entertainers take over the town.
It is held to celebrate Camborne’s links with
steam
locomotive
inventor
Richard
Trevithick and the local industrial heritage.
It is organised by the Trevithick Day
Association, an unpaid group of volunteers.

Helston Flora Day (Furry Dance / Hal
an Tow) Sat 7th May, Helston

May Horns, 7 May, Penzance

Penzance is the setting for a recent annual
revival of an ancient Cornish custom which
vanished during the early years of the
twentieth century: the Blowing of May
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This ancient festival is usually held on 8th May
unless a Sunday or Monday. A spring festival to
celebrate the end of winter and mark the arrival
of the new vitality and fertility with the trees
and flowers bursting into life. The houses and
shops of the town are decorated with greenery
and floral arrangements to express the spirit of
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the renewal of spring. The earliest mention
seems to be in a letter to the Gentleman's
Magazine for 1790 where the writer says "At
Helstone, a genteel and populus borough town
in Cornwall, it is customary to dedicate the 8th
May to revelry (festive mirth, not loose jollity).
It is called Furry Day".
When the big bass drum strikes the first beat of
the dance at seven in the morning, the spirit of
the day is stirred and the celebrations
commence. Couples dance through the streets,
entering selected houses and shops to drive out
the darkness of winter and bring in the light of
spring.
There are four dances – morning, children’s,
midday, and evening. As the Town Clock
strikes twelve the Helston born leading set of
the Midday Dance leave the Guildhall. The
Helston Town Band leads the procession up
Meneage Street, dancing in and out of some of
the properties before returning on the other
side of the street. Turning down into Church
Street the dance proceeds to Cross Street and
into the Gardens at Lismore where a well
earned break is taken. Penhellis, the Old
Vicarage Gardens and Leslie House Gardens are
on the route to Lady Street. They follow the
pavement down Coinagehall Street, dancing
around the Bowling Green to emerge under the
Monument Arch and the final steps up
Coinagehall Street before returning to the
Guildhall.

The colourful pageant, known as Hal an Tow,
tells the history of Helston with the
participating characters singing about the
challenge of the Spanish Armada, the English
patron saint, St. George and the fight between
St. Michael and the devil. Starting at St. John’s
Bridge, the Hal an Tow performers tell of the
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history of Helston at the following locations:
The Monument, near the cross in Cross Street,
at the top of Wendron Street, at the lower end
of Horse and Jockey Lane, at the junction of
Trengrouse Way and Meneage Street and
finally at the Guildhall.

Committee News: .
Bank account balance at 18/5/22: $7,477.59
“A fantastic weekend in Glen Innes, lovely
friendships renewed or made, and I am sure
you all who there had a good time. Nice to see
so many of our regional NSW members, and
those Cornish from interstate.“ Joy Dunkerley,
President.
Membership Subscription NOW Due:

Please note that these for 2022/2023 are now
due, from 6 th March. Still $15 per household.
Many have not yet paid, so those receiving the
Newsletter by post should note the date on their
envelope. We will follow up others by email
later. Some have already paid in advance, so if
in doubt that you need to pay, please contact us.

PAST CANSW EVENTS
Australian Celtic Festival 2022, Glen Innes
In the 30h year of the Australian Standing
Stones, and following cancellation in 2020 and a
special format in 2021, the Australian Celtic
Festival returned to a more broad based 4 days
event. It also was the Year of Brittany, Cornwall,
and Wales. With our now very small Association
it was always going to be hard to make a big
impact for Cornwall, and many of our early big
ideas proved impractical. Nevertheless we think
that we had a presence and impact bigger than
our numbers (worthy of years past).
Thursday was the first event day for all, with a
Gaelic focussed concert at the RSL, and our
wonderful member Dr Pamela O’Neill’s Celtic
Colloquium at the cosy Croft Celtic Cultural
Centre and Cafe (Croft). Chris Dunkerley spoke
on the Bards, with some of our members present
– and he hopes to reprise that at our AGM.
Friday is more full on and starts with the
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Opening ceremony outside the Town Hall in
Grey Street. Joy Dunkerley as President read
greetings from our Honoured Cornish Guest,
Prof. Philip Payton (who alas was not able to
come from Adelaide).
Our members who are Guardians of the Stones,
Joy Dunkerley, Sue Thomas and Chris
Dunkerley attended the official Guardians
Lunch, with Mayor and Breton Guests speaking.
That night there were two events, the Medieval
Long Table Dinner at the Stones, and the prime
event – the Chat Night (Nos Kescowes) and
meal for all the Cornish at the Croft.

What a lovely night it was, with 23 diners
making a lot of chat noise. Our host Pamela
O’Neill and her staff made us very welcome and
the food hit the spot. Everyone shared a little
about themselves, and it was great to meet / re
greet a few of our regional based members, and
interstate – longest journey going to Angeline
Emery (now residing in Perth). Some singing to
end the evening, set us in the mood for the
weekend.
Saturday starts the main festivities at the Stones,
but first time to put on tartan and Cornish
colours, brandish flags and banners in the street
parade in front of hundred’s of onlookers. A
series of photos follow.

Lowenna Rappo, Fay Binns, and Lyn Schumacher

Poppy Rappo
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Then up to the Stones. Along with the stalls and
entertainment a number of ceremonies are
held. The Rock of Remembrance holds plaques
of those prominent with the Stones / festivals.

Ed and Heather Riordan

Sue Thomas with the plaque for her later
husband and former CANSW Pres. And Bard
Roger Thomas, which was unveiled.
A plaque for in the Family Wall was also
unveiled, commemorating the 40th anniversary
of the formation of the Celtic Council of
Australia
[Don & Barbara Tom at the unveiling on
Tynwald Hill]

Sue Thomas, Joy Dunkerley, Heather Riordan, Angeline Emery,
and from Bendigo Leanne Lloyd.
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Our three Guardians too part in the Guardians
Ceremony. Everyone had their own plans for
Sat night, but on Sunday most gathered for the
24th Cornish Stone Ceremony. This starts with a
short march [remembering the 1497 uprising
and march on London to petition the King]
from the Cornish Stone to the Gorsedh Stone,
through the stone circle.

QUOTE
“We are advancing .. our most dear ﬁrst
bego en Edward .. to be Duke of Cornwall, over
which awhile ago Dukes for a long me ago
successively presided as chief rulers” – King
Edward 111 of England and his other realms
(Payton, 1993).

SOME CORNISH SURNAMES – a series
Wynne / Winn – From gwyn, fair/white.
Found in west & north Cornwall.

Winnen – Possibly from wynnen, weeds.
Name recorded in Cornwall as far back as 1327.
Placename Carwynnen, Crowan Parish.
Withiel – From the parish name Withiel,
possibly originally from a personal name.
As indigenous to Cornwall ourselves we
acknowledge the local Ngoorabul people and
then join a granite stone from Fowey Moor in
Cornwall to the local Red Range granite, in
‘Cres’, ‘Peace’. Brief speeches and singing
followed from a special programme.

Woon – From gun, downland, Placename
Woon, Roche; Trewoon in St Mewan and
Budock.

Worden – Possibly from war-dyn, on the hill
fort, or from gwern, march/swamp (as in
Warne). Found in sth east and north Cornwall.
Youren – [See also Uren]. Probably also from
gwern, marsh/swamp.
To be continued [These names came from ‘A

Handbook of Cornish Surnames’, by George
Pawley White, 2nd ed. 1981.
Note: This completes his first full edition, and
next time we will work through his
supplements, starting back at A.]
A wonderful time to get together as those
connected to Cornwall, celebrate, in fellowship.
Moonta Mines Church
The Uniting Church in South Australia advises
that the public Expression of Interest (EOI)
process in relation to the Moonta Mines Church
property has now been completed and can
confirm that the ‘Field of Dreams Church’ will
be the new custodians of the building which will
see this place of worship continue to be an
important community resource.
Within their submission the Field of Dreams
Church agreed to continue to make the Moonta
Mines Church available for important cultural
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and heritage events in the Copper Coast region
and to allow the Moonta Mines Uniting Church
to continue to use the building on Sunday
mornings for the next decade.
Gorsedh Kernow Proclamation
Ceremony, Hayle

Grand Bard (Mab Stenak Vur) Pol Hodge with the Lady of the
Flowers Emily Brown, following the proclamation ceremony.

This year’s Open Gorsedh will be held in Hayle
on Saturday 3 September.

Around the Associations
News from the worldwide community of
Cornish societies is not always good.
Breaking news from the Cornish Society of
Greater Milwaukee, in Wisconsin, USA that
they are folding after over 3 decades due to
age of members, area covered, and Covid
impact. Members have been encourage to
join nearby and other societies in North
America. The CANSW has had a long
standing connection with them, exchanging
newsletters.

OUR CORNISH PLACES

Notable Cornish, people of
Cornwall, and of the diaspora
Cassandra Lily Pa en - Olympic champion
freestyle swimmer and coach’

Cassandra was born on 1st January 1987 in
Cardinham, Cornwall.
Her first swimming
lesson took place with coach Phil Goldman at
Lakeview Country Club in Bodmin when she
was just five years old! Phil later took her to
Bodmin Swimming Club where he was head
coach. Over the next 8 years he took her to
National age group finalist in the 200m
butterfly.
At the British Championships in 2006 she won
a bronze in the 400 m and a silver in the 800
m. At the British Championships in 2007 she
won a bronze in the 400 m freestyle and a silver
in the 200 m butterfly. In her third year at the
championships she won silver in the 800 m
freestyle. She won a silver medal in the 10 km
freestyle at the 2007 World championship at
only three seconds behind Larisa Ilchenko, the
gold medalist.
Cassandra represented Great Britain at the
2008 Beijing Summer Olympics in the 800 m
freestyle and also in the 10 km open water
swimming event, where she won a bronze
medal. She currently lives in Liskeard, Kernow
and sadly had to retire from competition as a
result of an ongoing shoulder problem, and
coaches.

PLAS AN TAVES
This is Plas an Tavas = Language Place Introducing you to some daily Kernewek, the
ancient Celtic language of Cornwall today, to
practice.
Pronunciation? Cornish is mainly phonetic!
Trewhella Lane, Torrington tin mining area, NSW
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More: https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/leisure-andculture/the-cornish-language/cornishlanguage/
In this issue you will learn about:

Dates coming up ... Feast day of St. Petroc
(patron saint of miners) 4th June, St Paul
Aurelian (Cornish & Breton saint) 12th June, St
Samson of Dol 23rd June. Winter Solstice
(southern hemisphere – 7.13pm Tuesday 21
June).
It was a very proud
mammwyn and tasgwyn with our granddaughters’ first visit to Cornwall in April this
year. Pictured, daughter Lowenna, SIL Nick,
and Penny and Poppy Rappo – at Marazion / St
Michaels Mount. They also took part in the
Celtic Festival again this year, with mum.
Editorial licence taken:

Silly Sayings - Unintended Church notices
“A end on Saturday and you will hear an
excellent speaker and heave a healthy lunch.“

CANSW Public & Members Web Pages:
Please have a look through all the pages on our web
site; especially the NSW ‘Sites’ pages developed by
our own (late) Dr John Symonds. Tell your friends!
Suggested updates or new content are welcome.
www.celticcouncil.org.au/cornish/nsw.htm
Editorial note: The content of this newsletter does
not necessarily reflect official views of the CANSW,
but rather contributors and sources! If someone is
sick let me know (get-well message), or other news
please!

The next Newsletter: No 398 for the months of July /
August 2022 has a copy deadline - by 23 July.
Contributions may be held for future use but more
(electronic – emailed preferred) are welcome!
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