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Angiosperms (eu-dicots, true dicotyledons) - Flowering plants
Vicia sativa L.
Common Vetch

Vicia sepium L.
Bush Vetch

Native. V. sativa is only rare on Bodmin Moor. After 1999: 2872
It grows along road verges, on Cornish Hedges Before 2000: 1254
and walls, and in fields. A white-flowered plant First record: 1820
was found at Little Pednavounder (SW7617,
2009, C.N. French) and yellow-flowered, var. lutescens Corb., at Porth
(SW8362, 1926, C.C. Vigurs). Three subspecies are recorded:
• subsp. nigra (L.) Ehrh. Native. This appears to be the wild form
of V. sativa. It is more frequent near the coast and is much more
often encountered in natural habitats than subsp. segetalis.
• subsp. sativa. Archaeophyte. This subspecies is a very rare
introduction which has only been convincingly found a few times.
• subsp. segetalis (Thuill.) Gaudin. Archaeophyte. This subspecies
grows in a wide variety of habitats including arable field margins,
pasture fields, road verges and hedges, waste ground, gardens,
cemeteries and in built-up areas.

Vicia sativa subsp. nigra

After 1999: 948
Before 2000: 355
First record: 1794

This Flora of Cornwall is
the most comprehensive
so far. It is based on a
survey of every kilometre
square since 1999.
It covers 3050 taxa.
Sections include the
effects of:

After 1999: 812
Before 2000: 503
First record: 1820

Native. Bush Vetch is widespread and frequent in South-east Cornwall
and on the Culm Measures and tends to be more localised elsewhere
such as along the eastern flank of the West Penwith granite. It grows
on road verges and paths, and on Cornish Hedges.

Vicia tenuifolia Roth
Fine-leaved Vetch
Neophyte. This European species was recorded at the head of the West
Looe River (SX2454, 1900 and 1908, A.O. Hume) and considered to be
naturalised at Falmouth Docks (SW8132, 1917, A.B. Cobbe), where it
was last found in 1918 by E. Thurston (hb. LAUS).

Vicia sativa subsp. segetalis

Vicia villosa Roth
Fodder Vetch
Fodder Vetch is a very rare sight in arable fields such as at Rame Head
(SX4249, 2003, M. Atkinson) and is a persistent alien in the Eastern
Green area of Penzance (SW4831, 2006, G. Halliday). Modifications to
the road layout on the old Redruth bypass (SW6942) in 2018 led to the
creation of a central reservation where it appeared in huge abundance.
It was also recorded as a tan-bark alien (as subsp. varia) at Croggon’s
Tannery in Grampound (SW9348, 1984, B.E.M. Garratt).

After 1999: 1834
Before 2000: 280
First record: 1983
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• climate • geology • soils
• topography • mining
• quarrying • agriculture
plus information on:
• vegetation history
• key habitats
• botanical regions
• recording history
• losses and gains
• rare and/or threatened
plants

Angiosperms (eu-dicots, true dicotyledons) - Flowering plants
Trifolium bocconei Savi
Twin-headed Clover
Native. Twin-headed Clover is one of
The Lizard specialities where it is at the
northern extremity of its range, which
extends northwards from North-west
Africa and Southern and Western Europe
and includes Jersey in the Channel Islands.
It is a maritime and sub-maritime
clover and grows on southerly slopes, at
the seaward end of the short valleys that
drain The Lizard, as well as on cliff slopes
and around rock outcrops. It occurs, both
on the serpentine and schists, where the
soil is shallow and the vegetation both short
and open and plants tend to grow singly.
The one site outside The Lizard geology is
a record from Gunwalloe (SW6620, 1934,
J.D. Grose). It can also be found along the coastal footpath near Black
Head (SW7716, 2013, D.A. Pearman) and somewhat further inland
around rocky outcrops, such as the Predannack outcrop (SW6716,
2016, P. Wood) and above Black Rock, Poltesco (SW7215, 2017, D.A.
Pearman). However, it has been lost from most inland sites.
It was first recorded at Cadgwith (SW7214, 1839, C.C.
Babington) where it was repeatedly seen up until the last sighting in
1967 by D.E. Coombe. It has fared a little better in the Caerthillian
Valley (SW6912), where it was first reported in 1847 by C.A. Johns
and can still be found (four plants in 2018 spotted by D.A. Pearman).
Numbers of plants are very low at all the extant sites with between 75
and 100 plants on a rocky mound near Kynance Farm (SW6814, 2012,
I.J. Bennallick) the highest number seen in recent decades.
Twin-headed Clover is extremely rare and the remaining
sites require careful micro-management to ensure a continued viable
population, and to this end local members of the Botanical Society
of Britain & Ireland have been monitoring populations and advising
the land owners as how best to manage the individual sites. The
overall rarity can be seen in the bar chart on the right which shows the
number of plants recorded per year between 2000 and 2018. Accurate
counts were not made every year so the years with less than 50 plants
recorded represent incidental records.
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After 1999: 8
Before 2000: 24
First record: 1839

The number of Trifolium bocconei plants recorded per year
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Twin-headed
Clover records
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This new Flora of Cornwall comprises a 550 page, full colour, hardback,
slightly larger than A4, book, covering 3050 taxa and includes over
1200 distribution maps and more than 1500 photographs.
It is based on 2.25 million flowering plant and fern
computerised records.

Pre-publication offer

FLORA OF CORNWALL
by Colin French

Please send me ...... copy/copies of the
Flora of Cornwall at £40 per copy (including p&p).
Contact us for overseas p&p.
Name ..................................................................Title ..........
Address ................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..................................................... Postcode ........................
Email address ......................................................................
(for acknowledgement of orders)
Send to: Colin French
12 Seton Gardens,
Camborne,
Cornwall.
TR14 7JS
whealagar4@gmail.com

drawing by R.J. Murphy

Publication expected summer 2020

Pre-publication offer
FLORA OF CORNWALL
by Colin French

Please send me ......... copy/copies of the
Flora of Cornwall at £40 per copy (including p&p).
Contact us for overseas p&p.
Name ..................................................................Title ..........
Address ................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..................................................... Postcode ........................
Email address ......................................................................
(for acknowledgement of orders)
Send to: Colin French
12 Seton Gardens,
Camborne,
Cornwall.
TR14 7JS
whealagar4@gmail.com
Send an email if you wish to pay by BACS

This new Flora of Cornwall comprises a 550 page, full colour,
hardback, slightly larger than A4, book, covering 3050 taxa
and includes over 1200 distribution maps and more than 1500
photographs. It is based on 2.25 million flowering plant and fern
computerised records. It also includes a chapter dealing with drift
seeds (disseminules) written by Paul Gainey and the extensive
bramble section is written by Keith Spurgin.

