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PROGRAMME 2019/2020
SYDNEY BASED EVENTS

FESTIVALS
28th Australian Celtic Festival

End of Year Lunch

Glen Innes, NSW – The Year of Ireland

and the Isle of Man

Wed 20th November, 2019
City Extra, Circular Quay

Friday 1st –
Sunday 3rd
May, 2020

At this restaurant in the Sydney Circular Quay
area of the CBD - please reserve the date !
Come for an informal get-together. Chose and pay
for what you have. A range of food of varying
prices to suit your budget. If you are free and can
get to the city, please join us!

Some Cornish will be there!
For more information on program of events and
accommodation, and booking keep looking at:
http://www.australiancelticfestival.com/

Committee News:.
MEMBERSHIP
Those few members whose subscription is still
outstanding with be contacted direct; for a final
reminder. Thank you to all who have renewed.
PLANS
Committee will be considering this month, our
options for AGM and St Pirans lunch 2020.

Meet at 11.30am

For more informa on contact Del Clinton (and
to RSVP by Wed 14 November)
on 02 4658 1925 or email
delclinton@hotmail.com
Check menu, and prices at link below

Location: Circular Quay, Sydney (E4 East

Bank account at 30/08/19 bal: $7,975.75
“I hear some lovely pasties were made and
consumed at Betty’s Pasty Day in August, with 12
in attendance. Thanks Betty, Ruth, and Elizabeth,
and all who went. I am just back from our long
Europe trip, including 3 weeks in Cornwall, and
the Open Gorsedh in St Just, with Chris and Del.

Podium, Between Wharf 3 & 4, (where the Manly ferry
pulls in at Circular Quay) ie. opposite ferry wharves
Ph: (02) 9241 1422

http://www.cityextra.com.au/
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Joy Dunkerley, President (ps. Hope to see you at
our lunch in November.
You and your ideas are always welcome
COMMITTEE EVENT PLANNING CONTINUING … IDEAS PLEASE
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MEMBERS MILESTONES
VALE: Eileen Lyon 4/6/2019

“Now ﬁlls the sparkling glass; Oﬀ Cornwall’s
sons we sng; For they are worthy kindness yet;
And praise my lays shall bring! [Chorus] For ‘"s
ur watchword s"ll, Rise, one and all! And
where’s the heart that will not warm, at, “One
and All! ” - 1st verse and chorus of The
Watchword of Cornwall, 9 April, 1822 [from Old
Cornwall no. 11, summer, 1930].

SOME CORNISH SURNAMES – a series
Sowden / Sowdon – From souder + den;
soldier man. Found in midwest, SE, and Nth
Cornwall.
Spargo – From placename Spargo, Mabe (spelt
Spergour (1318). From Sper + cor; Corner of
Thorns. Found in mid, west Cornwall.
Sparnon – From spernen; thorn bush.
Placename Sparnon; Breage, Budock, Redruth,
and St Buryan.
Our dear Eileen was diagnosed with inoperable
Bile Duct Cancer in March. She enjoyed some
time in her new home at Jamberoo, with Eddie
and family, before succumbing to its progress 2
months later. Her funeral was held at Kiama.
Our continued condolences to Eddie, and all her
family. A great loss to her loved ones, all who
knew her, our Cornish Association of which she
was a member for 30 years and a great
contributor, and for her much loved Clan
Malcolm.
VALE: Muriel Ford passed away in July.
Thanks to Muriel and Geoff’s daughter Sue for
letting us know.
Our best wishes to a number of members
who have had reported health problems or
medical procedures recently, particularly whose
Russell Cocks who is doing very well after a long
convalescence after surgery.
Congratulations to all those with birthdays
during August, September and October. Coming
up is Lorna Stephens 95th birthday.
Please let us know of your good news, special
events, or of those who are ill.

QUOTE
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Stevens – Cornish form of Stephan – a deeply
Celtic name used from the 5th C. onwards.
Found chiefly in Far west & SE Cornwall.
also Stephens – from Saints name
Sweet – Placename Tresweeta, St. Stephen in
Brannel. Found in east and north Cornwall.
Tallack – From Talek, big browed (nickname).
Found in midwest & mid Cornwall.
Talling / Tallon – Parish name Talland.
Placename Nastallon, Bodmin. Nans + talon;
Talon’s valley. Talon is an old Cornish Celtic
personal name found in the Bodmin Gospels
(970 AD). Found in east Cornwall.
Tangye – Breton name, Tanguy. Cornish
equivalent Tan+gy; fire dog or Tan + sys,
bonfire. Found in parish registers from 1606.
Now found in mid and midwest Cornwall.
Taskis – From tal + skes, sheltered front
(hillside). Placename Taskus, Gwinear (Talscus
1217).
Teague /Teagle – From tek, fair. Placenames
Nanteague, St. Allen; Rosteague, Gerrans.
Terrill / Terrell – Personal name Terril.
Occurs in 1327. Found now in midwest
Cornwall.
Thake – Breakaway from placename Trethake,
St. Cleer, Lanteglos, and Veryan. Tre-Daec,
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homsetead of Daec. A diminutive name of da
‘good’
Thew – From du, dark/black. Placename
Carthew, St Issey and Wendron.

They defeated Cheshire 14 to 12 in the Rugby
Final at Twickenham, London, on 2 June, 2019

SOME NOTED FOLK OF CORNWALL

– a

series

Bob Fitzsimmons - World Champion
Boxer.

HOLY WELL
Like many sites, St Clether has a rich history
dating to Celtic times. The chapel is linked to
the holy well itself, as the water runs through
the building and underneath the granite altar.
Major restoration work was carried out here in
the early 1900s, when the chapel was rebuilt
from a pile of stonework.
St Clether Holy Well Chapel is situated in North
Cornwall, between Launceston and Camelford,
off the A395. Go through the churchyard of St
Clether church, follow the path for
approximately a quarter of a mile through the
valley and you will find yourself there.

Born at Helston, Cornwall, on 26th May, 1863,
Bob was the youngest of 12 children. His father
James Fitzsimmons was a borough constable in
Helston. James Fitzsimmons had been born in
Omagh Co.Tyrone.
The 12 children were born between 1839 and
1863. His mother was Jane Strongman who
was from Truro, Cornwall.
Fitzsimmons and his family emigrated to New
Zealand and arrived at Lyttleton, NZ on October
17, 1873. They brought with them only the five
youngest children on the Adamant and settled
in Timaru, NZ. James Fitzsimmons set up a
blacksmith's forge in Timaru. Bob went to
school in the Timaru Main School, then joined
his father and his brother Jarrett to learn the
the blacksmith's trade. His work at the forge
developed his physique.

Please be aware that the path is steep at times and can be
muddy and slippery after rain. Although the chapel is in private
ownership it is open to the public free of charge and its upkeep

relies purely on donations
CORNWALL WIN BILL BEAUMONT CUP

Bob took part in an amateur boxing tournament
that had been arranged by a visiting boxing
promoter. He knocked out four men in
succession. He went to Australia as a
professional boxer and on to America.
Bob Fitzsimmons was a man of many
nicknames: “Ruby Robert,” “Rock Cod,”
“Speckled Bob,” and “the Freckled Wonder.”
He held three world titles, Middleweight (18811897), Heavyweight (1897-99)
and Light
Heavyweight (1903-1905). His exact boxing
records are not known, as records were just not
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kept at that time. Fitzsimmons was quoted as
saying he had more than 350 fights.
Bob died 22nd October, 1917 in Chicago, Illinois
of pneumonia and a pauper and was buried
there in the Graceland Cemetery. In 2003,
Fitzsimmons was named number eight of all
time among boxing's best punchers by Ring
Magazine.

Cobar Cornish History Project,
by the late Dr John Symonds
After a very successful operation involving the
stabilisation of a Cornish Engine House and its
Chimney at Cadia not far from Orange in NSW,
the CANSW decided to undertake another
project where Cornish folk had had a marked
involvement. The first suggestion was Gilgunnia
in the midwest of NSW but this was widened to
take in the whole of the midwest mining area
around what is now Cobar. As co-ordinator of
this new project, the area involved seemed
enormous; I suspect that the decision was taken
without realising that the area of interest would
be something like 200 km in a N-S direction
and about 100 km E-W. The immediate
investigation could be narrowed down to Cobar
itself with a further interest in the earlier
mining village of Gilgunnia about 60 km south
of Cobar.
In 1870, three well and bore sinkers had
stopped at a waterhole in the midwest of NSW.
They had admired the beautiful blue and green
colours on the sides of the Kubbur rock-hole,
well known to the aboriginal people of the area
not only as a valuable source of water but as a
place where material could be gathered for
painting themselves for corroborees. On their
way south from Bourke on the River Darling,
the three met up with two friends who ran a
general store and wayside inn at Gilgunnia and
provided services such as blacksmithing and
carpentry.
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Sidwell nee Wilcocks, with Henry Kruge

Henry Kruge had married Sidwell Woolcock (or
Wilcocks depending on who wrote their name!)
at Clare in South Australia in 1858. They
became hawkers, travelling cross country
through South Australia, Victoria and New
South Wales. They fell in love with the country
round Gilgunnia in NSW and had decided to
stop there.
Sidwell had been a 'bal-gal', probably aged 14 or
15, before travelling to South Australia in about
1850. In case you do not know what "bal-gal"
means in this context, many girls and young
ladies worked above ground at the Cornwall
copper mines doing many types of work. "Bal"
means mine in the Cornish language. One of the
tasks they perhormed was sorting good ore
from dross, having been taught well how to
distinguish the various copper ores, especially
by colour and texture.
Sidwell took one look at the rock samples which
the three well-sinkers were carrying and
immediately recognised the samples as rich
copper carbonate. She is said to have remarked,
"Thart be copper!". Henry took some of the ore
and heated it in a crucible in his forge, finally
pouring molten copper metal into a groove in
the ground. The three men hurried back north
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to Bourke and lodged a claim which was
granted.

Captain Thomas Lean

This marked the beginning of copper mining in
Cobar. In the photograph above, Sidwell is
wearing a pendant which was made specially for
her by the three well-sinkers in recognition of
her advice.

The CANSW has been collecting the fascinating
background history of the involvement of these
Cornish folk in what is now a large centre of
copper, gold, lead and zinc production. They
came from Redruth, St Blazey, Illogan, Hayle,
Helston, Luggan, Linkinhorne, Lelant, Breage,
Stithians, St Columb, St Cleer, Tremaine, and
other places in Cornwall, unlisted in the NSW
birth, marriage and death records, except as
CON.
Some of the surnames from around Cobar read
like a Cornish family history - Buckley, Bunn,
Coombe, Davey, Dunstan, Freeman, Gill,
Gluyas, Gummow, Jones, Nicholls, Opie,
Pearce, Prisk, Richards, Rickard, Rogers,
Skewes, Thomas, Trathew, Trevena, Trewella,
Uren, Williams, Wills.
My task was to act as the co-ordinator of the
project. Although we have been given
exceptional help by the Cobar Historical
Society, the Cobar Genealogical Group and the
Cobar Mining Museum, we would be delighted
to get help from Cornish cousins who had
relations in Cobar and its neighbourhood.
There is no doubt that there were letters written
and gifts sent back to Cornwall as we have
found indications of such activities in our
searches.

Soon Captain Thomas Lean was asked to
operate the mine. He came from copper mines
in South Australia, bringing with him with six
Cornish miners from Moonta. So began another
Cornish copper mining involvement in New
South Wales. Many other Cornish folk came
with their families from SA, Vic, Qld and other
parts of NSW, to what was a rather dry, desolate
place except when the skies opened every five to
ten years and the country was flooded!
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The short note about Captain Thomas Lean
above was seen by a person who is a descendant
of Thomas Lean's father, Joseph. Regretting
that he was unable to offer letters or personal
memorabilia, he was able nevertheless to clear a
piece of Lean family history. It had been written
that Thomas was not 'strictly speaking a Cousin
Jack', yet we found it hard to believe. The real
story goes like this:
Thomas Lean was born about 1818 at Bere
Alston in Devon but was of pure Cornish stock.
His father Joseph was born in the Cornish
mining heartland of Gwennap and his mother
Grace nee Goldsworthy was baptised at
Redruth. Their families moved to the silver
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mines around the Cornwall-Devon border and
Joseph married Grace at Bere Ferres in Devon
in 1813. They were living at Stoke Climsland,
Devon, at the time of emigration to South
Australia, arriving on the night of 12 December
1840.

pedigree of being spoken throughout the island
for some 5,000 years, much longer than was
once believed.

The above story was first prepared by John for the
CANSW on 23 February 1996. Updated: 20 October 1999
and reset on 4 June 2010.

From Barry Knight in Cobar: “Each year in
COBAR we hold a Festival Of The Miners
Ghost.
My part for the last 2 years is to organise a
Memorial Service “A Night To Remember Our
Lost Miners. A very informal event, we have 3
speakers who have complete freedom to talk
about mining and or their personal
experiences in mining or history of Cobar
We hold our Festival the last weekend in
October each year. The service is on the Friday
night.”

CORNISH IN THE LANDSCAPE

Cornish also survived a lot longer than generally
realized, too. It certainly continued as a
community tongue in remote western parishes
well into the 19th century, and there is evidence
that at least two native speakers were still alive
in the early years of the 20th century at around
the time when the ongoing revival of the
language began.

While there may be a few grumbles, the general
reaction to this has been extremely positive.
Incidentally, bilingual street signs cost no more
than a single-language replacement, due to the
laser-printing technique, and the use of an
expert research panel of volunteers.

Today, around 5,000 people regularly use
Cornish to varying degrees of skill, although
only about 500 are truly fluent, but the overall
number is increasing thanks to 30 regular
classes throughout Cornwall, and even in
London. A small but, nonetheless, impressive
number when it’s compared with the maximum
of 40,000 people who ever spoke the language
at any given moment in the last 800 years, and
even more impressive when compared with the
two dozen or so who could speak it 100 years
ago.
Even so, UNESCO lists Cornish as
“seriously endangered” while its meagre
government funding has been cruelly cancelled.

Cornish people should rightly be proud of all
aspects of their heritage, the living parts as well
as those proud monuments of our past. The
language is the most visible statement of our
officially recognised and protected identity and,
of course, it is the basis of a good 80% of our
place-names.Cornish, is one of the Brythonic, or
British, group of Celtic languages which have a

Several supermarkets and pub chains have been
quick to realise the economic benefits of visible
Cornish, and bilingual signs have appeared in
several of their premises. GWR has Cornish on
the livery of its night-sleeper carriages, and
First Kernow buses display Cornish inside and
out. Even English Heritage has a prolific
amount of Cornish on signs at Tintagel, and

EVERYONE must now be aware that there is
much more visible Cornish language in the
landscape than there was a few years ago. Many
thousands of street name-plates have been
installed since 2008, with many more to come,
and it’s evident in many other ways, too.
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their proposed, improved interpretation
material planned for Chysauster will include a
good deal of the language. As yet, only the
National Trust continues to be reluctant to
embrace Cornish but it is hoped that the new
Penwith Landscape Partnership project will
help to change their minds.
Surveys show that the majority of visitors view
Cornish-English bilingual signage in a very
positive light. Some state the effect of feeling
that they have “gone abroad” without leaving
the island, and others maintain that it adds yet
another facet to the many aspects of Cornwall
that makes it so special; one that many of them
had never been aware of.
Den heb tavas a gollas y dir – a man without a
language has lost his land.
The Cornish
language expresses identity and, without it, we
descend into obscurity. Therefore, we must
cherish it.
Craig Weatherhill

NATIONAL LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE
CENTRE OF CORNWALL
Otherwise known by its nickname, Kresen
Kernow (‘Cornwall Centre’), it is located in
Little Vauxhall, Redruth in the old Brewery. It
is home to the world’s largest collection of
documents, books, maps and photographs
related to Cornwall’s history. Everyone is
welcome to visit and explore these amazing
collections, or see what it has through the web
site.
Kresen Kernow is a state-of-the-art new archive
centre built in the shell of the former Redruth
Brewery. As well as 14 miles of shelving to store
over 1.5 million of Cornwall’s treasured
archives, the centre has exhibition spaces,
learning rooms and a digitisation suite. Visitors
can carry out research, pop in and browse, or
take part in our varied activity programme
featuring workshops, courses and fun family or
school group events.

PLAS AN TAVES
This is Plas an Tavas = Language Place Introducing you to some daily Kernewek, the
ancient Celtic language of Cornwall today, to
practice.
Pronunciation? Cornish is mainly phonetic

More:
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/leisureand-culture/the-cornish-language/cornishlanguage/
In this issue you will learn:
Opened on 7 September, 2019 the facility
provides public access, and research areas.

The new archival storage and retrieval facilities
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are state of the art. It brings together material
from the old County Record Office, Local
Studies Centre, and a number of other public
and private collections. New quipment will
enhance storage, preservaton, retrieval, and
study.

Joy Dunkerley were there as Bards and Del
Clinton as our banner bearer), Feast day St
Mawgan 24 September, St Keyne Feast Day 8
October.
Editorial note: The content of this newsletter does
not necessarily reflect official views of the CANSW, but
rather contributors and sources! If someone is sick let
me know (get-well message), or other news please!

The next Newsletter: No 382 for November &
December has a copy deadline by 26 September.
Contributions may be held for future use but more
(electronic – emailed preferred) are welcome!
Nr. 381 LYTHER NOWODHOW - NSW
Editor: c/o 34 Circular Avenue, Sawtell, 2452 Phone:
Mobile 0409 393 059 or Ph: 02 6699 2967 - Ring first for
manual switch to FAX

Email: kevrenor@ozemail.com.au

Find it at: Kresen Kernow, Little Vauxhall,
Redruth TR15 1AS Cornwall UK
Email: kresenkernow@cornwall.gov.uk
Telephone number: (UK) 01209 614430
Opening times - Tuesday to Saturday, 9.30am –
4.30pm

Web site : https://kresenkernow.org/
YouTube channel: https://bit.ly/2mbjlmK

Silly Sayings - Church notices
“Eight new choir robes are currently needed due
to the addi"on of several new members and to
the deteriora"on of some older ones.”

CANSW Public & Members Web Pages:
Please have a look through all the pages on our web
site; especially the NSW ‘Sites’ pages developed by
our own (late) Dr John Symonds. Tell your friends!
Suggested updates or new content are welcome.
www.celticcouncil.org.au/cornish/nsw.htm

Dates coming up ... Open Gorsedh at St Just
in Penwith on Saturday 7 September (Chris &

Page 8

No. 381 – August / September / October, 2019

